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This brief review of some career 
options merely scratches the surface. 
It is never too early, however, to begin 
thinking about how your choice of a 
program of study will impact signifi-
cantly on your future. Finding the 
path that best meets your needs and 
suits your talents will probably be a 
challenge. Given the complex and 
competitive nature of the job market, 

it is important to be proactive and to start early in considering the types of posi-
tions that might interest you. This process requires time and energy, and you 
can enhance it considerably by seeking out professors, academic advisers, career 
services, and other campus resources. As noted earlier, internships can offer 
real-world experience related to possible fields of interest and add to your cre-
dentials. Even if you do not really have a clue at this point, you might spend 
some time considering your interests and how they might translate into a pro-
spective career path. This would be especially useful in guiding decisions with 
respect to the courses you take, the types of internships you might pursue, the 
additional languages you are interested in learning, and the destination for your 
study abroad experience.

Educational Options

A liberal arts education is an approach to learning that is intended to prepare 
students to deal with the complexity and diversity of the world in which they 
live. In addition to offering broad knowledge across an array of subjects and 
academic disciplines, it also provides the opportunity to gain in-depth knowl-
edge in a specific area of interest.20 Like other liberal arts majors, international 
studies may not necessarily provide a direct route to a career in the field without 
training beyond the undergraduate level. A liberal arts degree prepares you for 
graduate school, business school, law school, journalism school, or other profes-
sional degrees.

Graduate Programs in International Affairs
A considerable number of students entering international studies programs 
express an interest in pursuing a career in teaching and research. The path to 
becoming a faculty member at a four-year college or university can be a lengthy 
one. In most cases, a doctorate (usually a PhD) is required for a full-time position. 

What Type of 
International Career Are 
You Interested In?

a.	 diplomatic or some other type of government service

b.	 NGOs

c.	 military

d.	 education

How Do You
Connect?


